
 

Weõre on the One Road 
 

As another year ends the people of Athy ask ñWhat is happening about the traffic?ò  The current 

position is that , following the completion of the Athy Town Development Plan before the sum-

mer, the council officials were charged with carrying out feasibility studies on the optimum routes 

to the north and the south of the town.  An existing route at the Southern end (Carlow Road Side) 

has been protected free from development for years to allow for a road while the Northern route 

has yet to be identified. 

 

Officials are to issue preliminary reports at the end of January after which decisions can be made.  

While most people will say ñabout timeò, the selection of routes will not guarantee their construc-

tion as both funding and planning will have to be ensured.  With everything going according to 

plan it would take three years or more before a road would be 

constructed but after thirty years of division over the last road 

construction this would be significant progress. 

 

Work needs to be done on managing traffic in the meantime 

and helping to ease the difficulty suffered by drivers each day.  

Already councillors have met with officials, Gardai and repre-

sentatives of the business community with a view to effecting 

changes within our current  road network.  The use of one way 

systems and additional lines will be experimented with a view 

to short term improvement. 

Athy News 
Cllr Richard Daly  

Can You Vote  
Only people who are on the Electoral Regis-

ter can vote.  To play your part in democ-

racy you need to check and make sure that 

you have that right.  Call to the Garda sta-

tion or post Office  or check on line at 

www.checktheregister.ie if you are not 

sure. 

Your Vote is Important to Me 

But 

It is Vital to You  
 

 

Things to look out for in 2007 

ǒ Construction of Community College 

to commence 

ǒ Construction of Swimming Pool to 

begin 

ǒ Footpath on Carlow Road 

ǒ Road resurfacing and calming 

measures on Monasterevin road 

ǒ Youth Café renovation to begin in 

Meeting Lane 

ǒ Report on location of roads around 

town 

January 2007 



On the 

Web 
College Details Unveiled 

 

The new Commu-

nity College for 

the town moved a 

step closer with 

the disclosure of 

the plans of the 

new building at a 

presentation in the 

Clanard Court on 

Nov 9th. 

It is expected that 

the new accommodation will be open for students in September 2008 

and will cater for 400 pupils. 

 

The sports hall, playing pitches and modern technology facilities will 

make this the most 

modern facility in 

the country. 

Cllr Daly marked 

the delay in deliv-

ery by holding an 

open air class on 

the site for the 

second year 

Its Only Fair  
 

Many third world producers are exploited in the production of 

coffee, tea and bananas and Athy will do something about it.  

This Autumn  I proposed a motion for the town to take its first 

step in promoting Fairtrade products to improve the livelihood 

of families who are in virtual slavery to companies who control 

the markets.  

By a small change in our preferences we can have  a dramatic 

change in the lives of others and Athy is working to becoming 

a Fairtrade town. If you want to help you can find information 

at www.fairtrade.ie and if your new year resolution is to do 

something positive about it you can contact me at fair-

trade@rdaly.net or 087 6248886  

Joint Policing in Athy  
 

Athy is one of the pilot town exploring the benefits of a Joint policing 

Board where the Town councillors, the Chamber of Commerce, the Gar-

dai and the community come together to provide the best policing for 

the town.  Still in its infancy the board has examined social and traffic 

issues and could be a model for other towns in its cooperative approach 

Keep up to date with 

local and national 

politics by visiting: 

www.rdaly.net 

Richard with MEP 

Mairead McGuinness 

during her visit to 

Churchtown N.S.  

http://www.fairtrade.ie/
mailto:fair-trade@rdaly.net
mailto:fair-trade@rdaly.net


Richard with Tegralôs Michael 

OôKelly at the National Ploughing 

Championship in Tullow 

More than ñone a dayò road deaths is not acceptable  
 

ñMore than one person per day is being killed on our roads is not ac-

ceptableò said Cllr Daly who is also a spokesperson for the Kildare 

Road Users Group. 

ñWhile the fatality rate reached 367 for last year the number of persons 

injured on our roads is anything up to ten times that figure.  The stag-

gering figures mean that a vast majority of the population have been 

affected by road deaths or injuries over the past few years.ò 

 

ñThere are graphic and horrific images being shown nightly on our televisions to try to educate 

drivers on the dangers of driving with alcohol. 

Yet the message is not getting through.   

Alcohol is a factor in 40% of all road accidents.  

We can no longer be trusted to regulate ourselves and need more enforcement and strict penal-

ties.  Driving after taking even one drink must become unacceptable. Life is too important. 

 

I welcome the fact that the figure for 2006 is lower than previous years but it is still unaccepta-

bly high. 

 

Designated drivers, taxis and public transport might be inconvenient but they are not terminal.  

Our judgement is clouded after even one drink so make your arrangements for transport before 

you begin your night out.ò said Cllr Daly 

Are You Being Served 
 

ñWith an embarrassing amount of surplus cash in the ex-

chequer ( ú2.3 billion), serious money needs to be spent in 

upgrading the existing infrastructure of roads, rail, schools, 

amenities, etc within the county. 

 

I constantly receive complaints about the length of time it 

takes for phone installations and repairs within the county. 

Our electricity network can take up to six weeks to repair a 

blown street light and in excess of a year to connect power 

to services like traffic lights.  Our rail service is not meeting 

demand either in supply of train service or in station ameni-

ties. 

 

The provision of safe footpaths throughout the county is a 

concern for several citizens who feel that they put their 

lives in danger walking on our roads. I have received sev-

eral complaints from people in Castledermot, Kildare and 

Athy demanding safe passage for pedestrians on our roads. 

 

2007 must be the year for provision of basic services for 

our citizens: hospital beds, school places and basic infra-

structure. 

I will be demanding an improvement in all services for the 

county. 


