Athy Matters P

[

ClIr Richard Daly

Athy must face the future with confidence

With all of the forecast doom and gloom it is very important that Athy must look forward to the
coming year with a positive attitude accordin@itr Richard Daly of Fine Gael.

AWith massive unempl oyment, falling house pri
very important that Athy must look to positives in the face of these bleak times. This positive atti-
tude is necessary if Athy is to be ready for the opportunities which could present themselves

sooner if we are proactive.

One could not be blamed for not having any pride in the current government but this must not take
from the national and county pride which we must all portray.

2009 offers us opportunities to promote our town like never before. We should see our swimming
pool (without the unsightly fence) opening early in the
year and we have a numbeg
under development. ‘
With the creation of a 25 acre education campus wh *#
will accommodate Athy College and several primar
schools we will be developed to take advantage of t
best of educational opportunities which is one of the
most significant areas in times of depression.
The recent granting of @
first town centre shopping centre and the applicatio
made by others indicate a confidence which can be har-
nessed to created employment and retail oppor
AThe coming year wi | TriAthg the Kildare CauraynStosv , theiBtue-t  f o r
grass festival and the National Ploughing ChampionshipLet us use these occasions to show

that Athy is a good place to locate, whether for residence or business and let us make every effort
as a community to make our town look its best for these occasions. By developing this local pride

we can play a vital role in creating Athyos f

pl ayg

Can You Vote

Only people who are on the Electoral Register can vote. To play your part in democracy you need
to check and make sure that you have that right. Call to the Garda station or post Office or check
on line atwww.checktheregister.ieif you are not sure.

Your Vote is Important to Me
BUTé¢éée.
It is Vital to You

Il f you need assistance IIWANTaTOYOTEION J Of @B 7y & 214 8\




Ploughing is Back On the

The National Ploughing Championship began in Athy in Web :
1931 and in 2009 it is back in Athy! This will prove to be| Keep up to date with
. : . local and national
a grea't opportunity for A_thy to showcase_ |t§elf at' |t§ _be St politics by visiting:
Organisers, local authorities and Gardai will be joining www.rdaly.net
forces to ensure that our road network ca~
accommodate the thousands of visitors w
will come to the locality next autumn. %
The Ploughing Championship takes place
Athy from Sept 22nd to 24th. .

DATES TO REMEMBER
Tri Athy  Sat 30th May

Kildare County Show June 22nd

Cllr Mary O006S
has been working on

your behalf on athy September

National Ploughing Championship 22ndd 24th

town council since
2003

We Go There and They Come Here [

GRANDVILLIERS jumelée avec
ATHY (Rép.d'Irlande) 4

Twinning with the French town of Grandvilliers took a step forw |uocccumemmiensone =8|
ilast September with 18 French agricultural students spendin Badi
weeks with local farmers and equestrian centres. All involved cl

that it was a fabulous experience and a final get together in the

Abbey proved how close all had become during the visit. Anyg=
interested in getting involved in the twinning experience should

tact town council office o

A LAW UNTO OURSELVES

Big changes have taken place at Athy Garda station. Since Jan 1st Athy comes under the Kildare
division after many years of being part of the Carlow division under Superlntendent Pat Kavanagh
From now Kildare county will be the Garda division with Athy to ings =
crease its number of Gardai. . A traffic Corps unit has been set 1
Athy Athy was one of the first towns in Ireland to have a Joint P
ing Committee where the Town Council, Chamber of Commerce
the community work closely with the Gardai to make policing as
vant and efficient as possible



Community College has arrived

At last! After nine years of waiting and protests, of promises
and prefabs, Athy College seems to have overcome the final
hurdle and commenced construction last November. Con-
struction should be completed and the building occupied
after Christmas and will include a PE hall, playing pitches,
lecture halls and the most modern multi million euro facility

The college will be joined on the 25 acre campus by St. Pat-
rickés Primary School which 1is
new building and in the next year hopefully by GaelscoiliAth
which is also locating there. These schools should be joined
shortly by Athy Model Schoal

Visit Athy College atvww.athycollege.ie

Tri It!

Western Europeds fastest
30th May and promises to be even bigger than last year
Thousands of visitors come to Athy for the event which i
hailed as an excellent venue for the sport.

At time of going to press entries are much greater than t
time last year and the organisers are looking for volunte
to assist at the event. =
This is a major event for the town and deserves every sup-

port. What i s western E“Fllﬁd?e%lé)p%rtmfpaﬁesﬁﬁ,ﬁh&mc0”I d

western Europebs biggest! 2008

Youth Café

After a few minor setbacks Athy Youth Café is about to open its doors
for young people initially at weekends. It has taken time to set up
Limited Company and to organise and train volunteers. The Café has
received funding for some staffing which should shortly be in place
but volunteers are eagerly encourages. Some experimental evenings
for young people have been organised and it should be fully in opera-
tion in a few weeks

Fine Gael Working for You

Over the past five years your Fine Gael Town Councillors have been making representa-
tions, tabling motions and promoting and working for the development of the ©©lva.
Cunnane, Dal y aegladtodavs heénlyourrepresentatives and welcome
your issues. Please feel free to contact us and if you would like to take a more active role
in local politics we would welcome your support.

If you are interested in getting involved da8i7 624888@®r textl WANT TO HELP to

087 6248886



